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The past twenty-two months have been some of the most unpredictable and challenging for us 
as a society, as family physicians, and even as an Academy.  I am most honored to have served 
as President through quite exciting and unprecedented times and am proud of our continued 
progress with our advocacy, communications, and education, despite the obstacles that this 
historical pandemic has laid out before us.   
 
Prior to the pandemic, our Board made great strides in planning our goal of advancing and 
increasing primary care investment in New Jersey.  We had identified strategic partners, 
defined what New Jersey family physicians understand to be primary care, and were ready to 
meet with some of our strategic partners in preparation to propose our plan to increase 
primary care spend to payers and legislators. Then came March of 2020, and everyone’s 
attention and energy were appropriately shifted to COVID-19.  The Academy advocated and 
assisted constituents with acquiring personal protective equipment.  The pandemic also 
highlighted the frailty of our healthcare infrastructure and our Academy and Government 
Affairs Committee advocated prospective payment models and for the continued relaxation of 
rules surrounding telehealth.  Another area of activism has been supporting the sustainment of 
family medicine departments within our New Jersey hospitals. When one Chair for a 
department of family medicine sought advice from the Academy, our staff and Executive 
Committee were there to assist.  The Board has initiated plans for continued support for 
hospital family medicine departments to protect scope of practice and our voice in the services 
our patients receive at our state’s hospitals. The Board and Executive Committee virtually met 
with both the Deputy Commissioner and the Commissioner of Health in order to learn and best 
prepare our state’s family physicians for the COVID vaccine rollout.  Most recently, the 
Academy has been loud and clear on our concerns with the lack of distribution of vaccines to 
family physicians.  Moreover, we have repeatedly reminded the New Jersey Department of 
Health that the best way to get our most vulnerable patients protected is through their family 
physicians. Finally, we will have the opportunity to hear from and voice our concerns to another 
key figure at our 2021 House of Delegates with the keynote speaker being Dr. Meg Fisher as the 
Special Advisor to the New Jersey Department of Health Commissioner.  
 
Our New Jersey Academy was also well represented at our virtual 2020 special session of the 
AAFP Congress of Delegates.  Most notably, our very own past President and AAFP Delegate, 
Mary Campagnolo, MD was elected onto the Board of Directors! This is certainly a most proud 
moment for our New Jersey Academy, as Dr. Campagnolo is one of only four AAFP Board 
members to have come from our New Jersey chapter!  The governance task force once again 
reviewed our bylaws and has submitted proposed revisions that will continue to keep our 
Academy up-to-date with changes we have had regarding virtual/hybrid meetings and a new 
medical school in the state.  In addition, our finance committee, under the leadership of Dr. 
Sally Mravcak as Treasurer, diligently reviewed our finances and collaborated with our auditor 
in discussing strategies to strengthen our financial future.  
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On the communication front, we have had an unparalleled presence in the media with 
numerous present and past Board members and Officers spreading our knowledge, concerns, 
and recommendations, all while promoting family medicine.  We held our first All-Member 
Town Hall last spring in order to give all family physicians in New Jersey the opportunity to be 
together, albeit virtually, to support each other, learn from each other, and have a voice in how 
to best adapt to providing the best healthcare possible during the most trying period of our 
lifetime.  In order to make communications and resources more readily available to our 
members, our Academy website also went through a major renovation and reconstruction.   
 
Quality education and practice transformation continues to be a high priority for our Academy.  
Our staff has done an exceptional job with adapting and not letting a nuisance like a pandemic 
get in their way.  Some of the programs offered include improving immunization rates, 
substance use disorders, improving lupus care, primary care and COVID-19, implicit bias, 
pulmonary artery hypertension, and pre-diabetes, to name just a few. To really test our staff’s 
flexibility, talent and skills, NJAFP hosted its very first virtual Fam Med Forum in 2020.  Although 
we had hoped that by this time we would have been able to meet in person once again, this 
year’s virtual conference had a strong kick-off start last week, and I’m confident that the 
remaining sessions will continue to enrich our knowledge and competence.   
 
Last year we had to skip our gala, but we are cautiously optimistic about having some kind of 
event this summer to properly celebrate Dr. Michael Cascarina as our incoming President!  With 
the tumultuous and chaotic times we faced last spring, the Board deferred the elections so that 
our dedicated Officers and some of our Board members extended their service in order to keep 
the Academy running smoothly.  I cannot thank each and every one of our Officers, Board 
members, and outstanding staff for keeping their fires lit in promoting family medicine during 
this most arduous time.  I am so very proud to have worked with such an awesome team. I 
wholeheartedly appreciate the guidance from Dr. Lauren Carruth as our Board Chair.  I am 
looking forward to passing the torch and assisting Dr. Cascarina with his goals for moving our 
Academy forward over the next year. I am honored to have the opportunity as your incoming 
Board Chair to work with the Board for an additional year and with our incoming President 
Elect, Dr. Ussery-Kronhaus, Vice President, Dr. Mravcak, Treasurer, Dr. Leonard, and Secretary 
Dr. Kronhaus. Indeed, we are in good hands!  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Maria F. Ciminelli, MD, FAAFP 
President 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


